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Many Finsburghers think great local ice
cream enwbed when the [saly's ergire faded.
Tt thian’s nonsense, We sall have 2 number
ot yreat hetle shops where they ke speciad
care with the "prn:‘l:l-.l_" and wherne vou
muglet be surpresed by an unexpecied flacon

of rwea, Lers take 2 toor

WasH, Wax & Scoop

itchell's Homemade
Cream & Heal Southwestern
Barbecoe (3123 Habcock
Bivd., Pooss Township, 364-9988 or 569-
SEd4) maght be the ares™s most unlikely
place to find grear we cream. The shop n

lee

part of an old s sarion-hundre-canavash
complex, and the coin-laundry and
carwash are sll open for busines. The g
pumps are gone, and the liole office
.:“'hi_-r\-'_' ViU |_|l\.|_'|_‘| Lk !_lhl"'l: |'|'..?|F|'= .I!1l\.| '\-_T'.-ITk.
plugs) has been converted nto o small ice
cream production Beilicy with 3 Taylor
barch freezer, shelves of exotc Savonng,
and & couple of scooping freerers n the
mudidle of the moom.

“This was a dump.” says Bt h
Evamiesky, ponting out all the exiensive
remodeling he’s dope himselt, then
Iaugrhongr, It soall 1s 2 duinp, but Beoer
rhan ot waz, ™

Whe cares what the place looks bke o
the flavors are great? | visited on a sJow
might, so [ got e e many, The lush
& “death by chocolate™

vamilla

impressed me with i faral Javor [even
though I'm not a chocolate lover), Kim
Bakaj. the young woman who was
'-.'.'urk'.n!_ the window, m=sted thar [ oy
her favorite: amaremo nec fudge (wich
maraschmo chemes). Tembe.

“Freshness 15 the crucial facron,” says
Mitch, a long-haired Ambridge natve
whio pirsenes the kand of energy char fers
vou know he's probably grear fun ac
partics. 1 don’t have anything i my
freerer that's snoce than rwo weeks old,
and in the summier, nothimg bises chat long
even.” [huring the busy monchs, be
experiments a3 lot, even though ad-
venturous basters don't always show up

Mirch says we live in 2 "mainstream,
conservative city” when it comes o
flavors, Monetheless, he makes a rasoy
mango, a killer ki, and 2 fabled Sacher
torte, but his by sellers are sull vamills,
chowokue and buter pecan. “Srawherry's
not third aroond hers. Prtsburgh 5 a big

Miitch Evanilsky pets an unusual spin
on ice cream.

butter pecan town,” he says.

Miicch gradvared from Penn Swce, bux
nod m ice crcam. He says he dadn'c ap
preciate the wonder of foads dll che early
ik fwhen he found hamself caning a Jot of
pints of Ben & Jerry's). He's a seli-tauphe
ce-cream maker aho kpows all dhe jargon,
speaking offfundedly about “overrun” and
*double-fold Madagascar vanilla.™

Match also makes soane award-wanning
harherue: nbs, chicken, hams, narkey breass,
bamb and podc-— bur thar's anodher story

I e place weren't 20 gquirky and funky.
and his 1ce cream so ':llprr;::_ where would
Mirch want to go For e cream around
here? His reply is immedute; Eerber's

DiARY OF A DaIRY

om Kerher savs his farmly started

making premium ice Cream an

their smzll dairy, Kerber's,
(1856 Guify Road, Momh Hunongdon,
EO3-6930 1n the early "80s5 becausc
prople starced worrving abour the £ oin
malk. “Everybody & buying the skims,
the 2 percents, and we cnd up wich
EXCEES CTERm.

S0 Tom and los sen Tommy use thar
crexm o make some fabled 1ce cream m a
wide range of flavers with a robuost 14
percent hutterfat.

“The amazing thing,” savs Tom, "
how many people will come 0 and buy o
halll grllon of skim malk and 2 half gallon
of ice cream. Buc we're nor complaamng,”

Tom savs one big advantage i thar the
Kerbers make the basic max G thear ace
cream. “Mix” is cream, milk, sugar and
stabnlieers thar wogether serve as the base
for zll flavors. All see cream-makers we 4
mix, but few have the equipment
pevessary 1o fake cow’s rilk and transton
it through pasteurization and home
gemaration into the safe and wsable
ugredient they need.

Kerber's has evenmhing—and sweclens
the mix with cane sugar rather than
cheaper coen symups. Tom thimks people
notce the difference—ithey "re just nog surs
why 1t wasges o good

I'he Kechers had cows and a farm here
il che lave 1980s, and they've sl gor
rul._--.:|-_.- -_-|'x_-_-u.._-_- o '-.'.'.l'.ku':!_'_ amd eatima arud
checkimgr ot the T and other ot
anirals in a4 sorm of pesting roo for Kids
There's a3 hgh hall behind the shop from
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