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MITCH EVANITSKY, owner of Mitch's Mobile BBQ & Catering Company, says the secret to mouth-
watering barbecue is cooking with indirect heat.

Pty by Setany Soans

By Andrea L. Zrimsek
SOl nmiter

hen Mitch Evanitsky began
making homemade barbecie
sauce and buffalo sauce in the
- 188e. be had no idea it would aller the
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was just doing it because he liked

to barbecue outside on his grill.
Then in the early 1990s, while operat-
Ing an ice cream shop at the cormer of

own smoky meats and side dishes, he
won “hest zauce” at the Three Rivers
Stadiurm rib cook-off.

Then one day a couple stopped by his
shop and asked a question that would
lpad Ewvanitsky down a whole new
career path.

*They asked me if I could cater a
parly for 180 people,” he says.

It weas quite different from firing up a
barbecue pit outside his ice cream shop
and selling whatever he grilled, bul he
did it

And despite being over prepared and
geiting there far too early, the event was
a success and everyone left with a full
belly.

S0 Evanitsky decided bo test the
waters and took out 3 small catering
advertisement. He ended up with half 5
doben more jobs that vear

‘Barbecue business on the move

Sehak.

“That's when [ gof serious,” he says.

Instead of renling trucks on an as
needed basis, in 1997 he bought his first
truck and catered a couple dozen jobs.

Suddenly, everything from weddings
and graduations o corporate parties
and birthdays were featuring lasty ribs.
burgers, chicken and an array of side
dizhes, all made fresh by Evaniisky.

*Having someone come in with all
the food, side dishes and condiments
leaves time for the party host to have
Tun with their guests instead of standmg
over the grill cooking all day.”

Im 1998, he mwoved his e cream shop
and barbecue calering business to his
current location oo Mbddle Bosd in
ibsonia .

He continned maiting 3 wide vameoy
of ice cream avors daring the asmmer
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Mobile barbecue business on the move
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i due to the [reshoess of his
fiood.

Everything down to the cole
slaw dressing and saba are
made fresh by bz can hands
and his mweats all have that pmk

T “'!l'li'l:i'l |.!II|

MITCH'S MOBILE BBQ is on the move with con-

struction underway on a

home for the

businezs along Route 19 in Marshall Township.

array of wood fred ribs, ool
and chichen as well 25 the
homemade ioe cream vors
that got Evanitsky inlo the food
industry m the first place.
Once open, be will close up
his Middle Hoad location and
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his gigantic barbecue pit is
often the center of attention.

\'Et:h: Mohile Barbecue's

pew location will be at 16070




